FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Sunday«lgfl’v-Message

THE WORD

THE VINE AND
THE BRANCHES

JOHN15:1-8

We have been presented with many familiar images over the past number of weeks.

The shepherd minding his sheep, Jesus appearing to the disciples praying peace
upon them, and now we have another image of the vine and the branches, which
shows the inextricable connection that exists between Jesus and his people.

This image of vines and grapes and branches was very familiar to the Jewish people, and
therefore an image quite useful for Jesus. The Jewish writings pictured Israel as the vineyard
of God, the Jews as branches of God's vine. Coins at the time of Jesus had the symbol of the
vine on them. And the Temple had a great golden vine carved into the front of its Holy Place.

Jesus speaks of himself as the true vine, bearing sweet grapes, with us as his branches. We
receive our spiritual life from our connection with him. He gives us himself so that we can
continue to live on with him. When you think about it, we would be spiritually worthless if we
cut ourselves off from the branch of the vine. Jesus maintained his contact with God through
adversity, through his ministry, through his life. We maintain our contact with God through
Jesus. We are connected to him like a vine and its branches. Through our lives, let us bear
much fruit. B

REFLECT

|mmy Carter described a fishing outing with his father in a televised interview. He
J said they went to a local fishing spot and fished all day, catching several. In the

afternoon, his father sald it was time to go home but Jimmy wanted to stay and
fish some more. His father agreed telling him to bring the catch of fish, all hooked to a
single line, when he returned home later. After fishing a while longer, Jimmy then started
for home with the line of their catch attached to his belt loop. Like many boys, he did not
walk the path, but waded through the flowing creek, poking at things and throwing rocks.
On his way home, though, the line broke in the water and he lost the catch of the day.

He arrived to his front porch and sat on the steps afraid to go in and tell his normally
austere father he lost the fish. As evening set, his father stepped outside to look for
Jimmy and saw him on the steps. He asked him where the fish were. Jimmy told him he
lost them. His father sat down next to him, put his arm on his shoulder and said, “It's okay
Jimmy. We'll catch some more another time.” Carter told the interviewer, “In that moment,
| knew for the first time that my father loved me.” To believe is more than agreeing to a
system of beliefs; it is a vital connection, an abiding in the living Lord who loves us deeply.
- Our connection with him blossoms and flourishes like grapes in a vineyard. B
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The Church must constantly be in appreciation
of the missionary work that has gone before
us. Take the opportunity this week to read
about the missionary life of a lay person or
religious events. What inspiration can you
gather from their stories?

SAY

‘Sweetest Jesus,

Body and Blood most Holy,

be the delight and pleasure of my
soul,

my strength and salvation in all
temptations,

my joy and peace in every trial,
my light and guide in every word
and deed,

and my final protection in death.
Amen’

St. Thomas Aquinas
(The Aquinas Prayer Book)

LEARN

'Only the certainty that the Crucified Christ
lives on as the Risen Christ, glorified by God,
gives us the solution to the riddle of Jesus as
a person and makes the Church possible and
real.’

(Fr. Hans Kung)
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Pilgrimage to Walsingham

Join us for our Parish Pilgrimage to Walsingham, the National
Shrine and Basilica to Our Lady on Saturday 18th May 2024.

In Celebration of Mary, on our Pilgrimage we will have the
opportunity for Private Prayer in the Slipper Chapel, the Ado-
ration of the Blessed Sacrament, Celebration of Confession,
Attendance at the Pilgrim Mass, Praying the Rosary, and a
Visit to the Holy House in Walsingham, built at Mary’s request
in 1049, as an exact replica of Mary’s home in Nazareth when
the Angel visited her, as a Perpetual Memorial of the Annun-
ciation.

This is a Parish Event, and there will be lots of opportunities
for us to come together, which is a great way for new parish-
ioners to get to know our parish family, including our shared
picnic lunch in the grounds of the Shrine, followed by an op-
portunity of Pray the Rosary as we Process into Walsingham.
Walsingham is 4 hours away, in Norfolk, so as part of our
pilgrimage this means an early start! We will depart at
6.30am, by coach, and will have 2 comfort stops enroute. Our
coach also has facilities on board. We should all bring a
packed lunch, which we can leave on the coach until
lunchtime. For anyone not wanting to walk in procession to
Walsingham, they can be driven into Walsingham on the
coach to meet us at the Holy House. We expect to return
home around 8.30pm.

The cost for the day is £45.00 per adult, and £25.00 per child
(under 18). This can be paid in 2 instalments, over 2 months,
if helpful. We have sign-up sheets at the back of Church. If
you have any questions please call Rachel on 01428-658652
or speak to Diane in the parish office, where the Coach pay-
ments should be sent or they can be made on the digital plate
or website (please use reference Walsingham).  Many
thanks.

100 Club Winners April

£150 Maria Hatton
£100 Nathan D’'Cruze
£50 Kath Hudnott
Flower Arrangers

It is so lovely to see the church looking beautiful each week
but for this to happen we need a team of flower arrangers.
Recently some of our ladies have retired and we are now in
need of some replacements. You do not need to be expert at
arranging flowers, it can simply be putting a supermarket
bunch of flowers in a vase. If you are interested please speak
to Fr Rajesh or to Diane Breen, Parish Secretary on 01428
643877 or email haslemere@abdiocese.org.uk

Outreach meeting

The Charity arm of Haslemere, Hindhead & Chiddingfold Par-
ish met on Tuesday.
The purpose was to recommend disbursements from the pro-

ceeds of the hundred club the digital collection plate and this
month from the very successful carry lunch. The latter raised an
extraordinary £740. The committee are very grateful to every-
one who made such a significant contribution.

The following decisions were made:

£500 Uganda - ongoing education for eight Catholic girls
£500 Our Lady Of Perlyanayagi (Susai & Rosie Nathan'’s Parish
in India.) towards replacement of three phase generator

£500 ongoing Diocese of Rourkela seminarians costs

£250 Crossways Counselling (available for all)

£250 I'm All Ears (young peoples counselling operating from
Hasleway)

£250 Step-by-Step (local young peoples homeless charity)
£300 Ukraine

There was also a small amount for the local food bank.
These Decisions are only possible because of your generosity
and the Parish thank you.

Mass for Engaged Couples

Join Bishop Richard for a special Mass celebrating the momen-
tous journey of discernment that is engagement towards the
lifelong commitment made by couples preparing for marriage.
Join us afterwards for a small drinks reception in the Cathedral
Centre. We look forward to meeting many engaged couples
from across the Diocese and sharing in their joy. Please book
here Mass for Engaged Couples (05-Jul-2024) -_ChurchSuite
Events

Live Life to the Full

Summer Camp for young people in School years 7-11

The Lay Community of St Benedict are running a residential
event for young people. With opportunities for inspiring talks,
uplifting prayer, fun activities and space to just be this Summer
camp will help your faith soar! 20-24 August at Worth Abbey.
Contact Pete for more information E: Icsb.pete@gmail.com.
Early bird prices available before 30th June

Worth Abbey June Gathering

The Abbott and Community invite you to Worth Abbey from
11.00am to 4.30pm on Saturday 1st June for a social and spir-
itual day. Share monastic prayer in the Abbey Church and enjoy
the beauty that is Worth. Enjoy a guided walk through the
woods and fields and visit St Bruno’s retreat centre. Families
welcome, there will be activities for children.
www.worthabbeypilgrims.com

Big Church Festival

Big Church Festival 25-26 May 2024

A Christian music festival in the heart of our Diocese. Join with
30,000 people from across the UK and beyond to worship to-
gether on the Wiston estate in West Sussex. With Mass on
Sunday morning being celebrated by our very own Bishop Rich-
ard.

Save up to 52% by booking with this link https:/
bigchurch.group/2024/catholics-at-big-church-festival
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100 Club

Thank you to all members of the 100
Club for their continued membership.
The 100 Club is one of the main ways in
which the whole Parish can continue to
raise money on a regular basis for chari-
table donations. The cost of one ticket is
£5 per month but you can have more
than one ticket plus there is a chance of
winning a cash prize.,£150, £100 & £50.
If you are interested in joining the 100
Club forms are available at the back of
the Church, given to Fr Rajesh or contact
The Parish Office.

The Haslemere Food Bank
The Food Bank is having to support in-
creasing numbers of people in need at a
time when many are experiencing finan-
cial hardship. Please place items in the
collection box in the porch. Thank you all
for your continuing generosity in support
of those in need.

April/May Jubilarians

Angela Cash, Clive Evenden,
Adrian  Miller and  Sherine
Mathew.  Judith Davys, Jibi
Puthenkudilil Jose , Richard Ives,
Deborah Stanton, Harriet Schia-
vone, Nick Budden, James
Coeur-de-Lion, Stephen Nathan,
Dipak Barua, Charlotte Ham-
mond, Christine Follett, Anna
Angel Kocheri Jose, Nicole Kerri-
gan, Aileen Assender, Alexander
Hawley, Karen Nugent,
Gwynneth Farrell, James Rapp,
Maria Ryan, Dot Jackson, Joe
Sully, Thomas Joseph,, Athena
Nirish, John Ravenscroft, Cristi-
na Rojo, Robert Crabtree, Der-
mott Harrison, Christy Puthen-
veettil, Lincy Thomas, David
Lindsay, Jane Lynskey, Mary
Ravenscroft, Ancy Sherine,, Mar-
garet Engel and Anthony Myers.

Mass Schedule & Intentions

Sunday 28 Apr — FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

6pm (Sat) SA | All Parishioners
9.00am ST

9.30am HX

11.00am OLL

For Vocations to the Priesthood

In Thanksgiving for the Nathan Family

Monday 29 Apr — St Catherine of Siena

11.30am HX

Tuesday 30 Apr — Tuesday after the Fifth Sunday of Easter
10am SA

11.30am HX [ Requiem Mass for Sister Gabriel Mary
Wednesday 1 May — Wednesday after the Fifth Sunday of Easter
9.30am HX

10am ST

Thursday 2 May - St Athanasius

9.30am HX

Friday 3 May - St Philip & St James

10am OLL

10.30 OLL |Adoration

Saturday 4 May — The English Martyrs

Sunday 5 May — SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

6pm (Sat) SA
9.00am ST
9.30am HX
11.00am OLL | Dick Brennan RIP

Confession on Saturdays by appointment tel.: 01428 643877

Repository

The shop at Our Lady of Lourdes will
now usually be open every Sunday
following the 11am Mass. Come and
browse. (Closed 28th April)

Sudan Crisis Appeal
Catholic  charity CAFOD has
launched an emergency appeal to
support families in Sudan, with Brit-
ain’s Ambassador to the United Na-
tions highlighting that Sudan is in the
grip of the worst hunger and dis-
placement crisis in the world. There
is a brief window to act before the
growing season in Sudan starts in
June, with fears of an impending -
yet preventable — famine growing.
Fighting between government forces
and paramilitaries erupted a year
ago with over eight million people
fleeing their homes to escape the
violence and 25 million in urgent
need of humanitarian assistance.
Donations to CAFOD's Sudan Ap-
peal can be made here.

Live Simply Tips

Going shopping? Don’t forget your

reusable bag and look for refills for

foodstuffs and cleaning products -
less packaging, less waste.

0000000000000000

Please Pray For

The sick: Veronica Slocock, Arul
Salathian, Diana Molyneux, Louise
Milford, Hazel OFlynn, Joan Shaw,
Abigail Stafford Johnson, Livy Miller,
Louise Reeve, Patricia Reidy, Tish
Watkinson, Jo Allen, Jane Adolph,
Carmel & Roland Murray, Teresa
Marshall, Alberto Costantini, Sebastian
Codlin, and Betty Harding.

The Deceased: Sr Gabriel Mary,
Filomena Sica, Patricia Masraff, Paddy
McGrath, Gladys Giles, Alan Davey,
Nita Danson, Sister Mary Audrey
Miller, David Cox, Tony, Judy Leeper,
Neil Nugent, Mary Jumont, Jan
Karpowicz, Eileen Eales, Ormond
Beauclair, Helen Murray, Kathleen
Craig, Manja Knebel and Mary
McDonald.
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

O sing a new song to the Lord,

for he has worked wonders;

in the sight of the nations

he has shown his deliverance, alleluia.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,

we bless you,

we adore you,

we glorify you,

we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,

0O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father.

Amen.

COLLECT

Almighty ever-living God,

constantly accomplish the Paschal Mystery
within us,

that those you were pleased to make new in
Holy Baptism

may, under your protective care, bear much fruit

and come to the joys of life eternal.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever.

Amen.

FIRST READING Acts 9:26-31

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

When Saul got to Jerusalem he tried to join
the disciples, but they were all afraid of him:
they could not believe he was really a disciple.
Barnabas, however, took charge of him,
introduced him to the apostles, and explained
how the Lord had appeared to Saul and spoken
to him on his journey, and how he had preached
boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus. Saul
now started to go round with them in Jerusalem,
preaching fearlessly in the name of the Lord. But
after he had spoken to the Hellenists, and argued
with them, they became determined to kill
him. When the brothers knew, they took him to
Caesarea and sent him off from there to Tarsus.
The churches throughout Judaea, Galilee
and Samaria were now left in peace, building
themselves up, living in the fear of the Lord, and
filled with the consolation of the Holy Spirit.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 21 (22):26-28, 30-32

Response:
You, Lord, are my praise in the great assembly.
Or Alleluia!

0 My vows | will pay before those who fear him.
The poor shall eat and shall have their fill.
They shall praise the Lord, those who seek

him.
May their hearts live for ever and ever! (R.)

redemﬁ(?:risf

p uabElFidoiaEtiiRones

Geoffrey Chapman Ltd. Published in Ireland by R Ci

©060000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

e All the earth shall remember and return to
the Lord,
all families of the nations worship before him.
They shall worship him, all the mighty of the
earth;
before him shall bow all who go down to the
dust. (R.)

9 And my soul shall live for him, my children
serve him.
They shall tell of the Lord to generations yet
to come,
declare his faithfulness to peoples yet
unborn:
‘These things the Lord has done.’ (R.)

SECOND READING 1John 3:18-24

A reading from the first letter of St John.

My children,

our love is not to be just words or mere talk,

but something real and active;

only by this can we be certain

that we are the children of the truth

and be able to quieten our conscience in his
presence,

whatever accusations it may raise against us,

because God is greater than our conscience
and he knows everything.

My dear people,

if we cannot be condemned by our own

conscience,

we need not be afraid in God's presence,

and whatever we ask him,

we shall receive,

because we keep his commandments

and live the kind of life that he wants.

His commandments are these:

that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus
Christ

and that we love one another

as he told us to.

Whoever keeps his commandments

lives in God and God lives in him.

We know that he lives in us

by the Spirit that he has given us.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia! Make your home in me, as |
make mine in you.

Whoever remains in me bears fruit in plenty.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL John 15:1-8

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
John.

Jesus said to his disciples:

“l am the true vine,

and my Father is the vinedresser.

Every branch in me that bears no fruit

he cuts away,

and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes

to make it bear even more.

You are pruned already,

by means of the word that | have spoken to you.

Make your home in me, as | make mine in you.

As a branch cannot bear fruit all by itself,

but must remain part of the vine,

neither can you unless you remain in me.

| am the vine,

you are the branches.

Whoever remains in me, with me in him,

bears fruitin plenty;

for cut off from me you can do nothing.

Anyone who does not remain in me

is like a branch that has been thrown away - he
withers;

(wwwi.r
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these branches are collected and thrown on
the fire,

and they are burnt.

If you remain in me

and my words remain in you,

you may ask what you will

and you shall get it.

Itis to the glory of my Father that you should
bear much fruit,

and then you will be my disciples.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH

I believe in God,

the Father almighty,

Creator of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

(all bow during the next two lines)

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried;

he descended into hell;

on the third day he rose again from the dead;

he ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of God the
Father almighty;

from there he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and life everlasting.

Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

O God, who by the wonderful exchange effected
in this sacrifice

have made us partakers of the one supreme

Godhead,

grant, we pray,

that, as we have come to know your truth,

we may make it ours by a worthy way of life.

Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

| am the true vine and you are the branches,
says the Lord.

Whoever remains in me, and | in him, bears
fruit in plenty, alleluia.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Graciously be present to your people, we pray,
O Lord,

and lead those you have imbued with heavenly
mysteries

to pass from former ways to newness of life.

Through Christ our Lord. Amen.




